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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To efficiently obtain the subject compound by adding an alkaline 
water to an alcohol extract of soybeans and mixing the alkaline water with the extract to readily 
separate an oil layer, separating the oil layer and a water layer, and acidifying the fractionated 
water layer. 

SOLUTION: Soybeans such as the whole soybean, the soybean after peeling the coat, and 
embryo of the soybean are extracted with a (moisture) alcohol. Further, the alcohol is removed 
from the extract to concentrate the extract. An alkaline water is added to and mixed with the 
obtained and concentrated extract to regulate the concentrated extract so as to be pH ■ 9. The 
mixture is allowed to leave (preferably with salts such as a common salt added thereto) to 
separate the mixture into an oil layer and an alkaline water layer, and the alkaline water layer is 
fractionated. The fractionated alkaline water is regulated so as to be pH • 5, for example, by the 
addition of an acidic solution thereto, to precipitate an isoflavone compound. The precipitated 
isoflavone compound is recovered and dried to provide the objective isoflavone compound in the 
method for producing the isoflavone compound. By this method, the isoflavone compound having 
anticholesterol activities, etc., is efficiently produced by a simple operation without using a 
column, etc. 
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